
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

November 2020 

 

Dear Alumni and Friends 
 

As this tumultuous year draws to a close, I hope that you are keeping well.  I was so disappointed not to have 

been able to come to the UK and have the opportunity to meet you this year, but hopefully I will visit in 2021. 
 

In the meantime, I would like to invite you to consider support for your alma mater through the UCT Trust 

Annual Appeal 2020/21. 
 

2020 has indeed been challenging.  As Covid-19 swept across the world, we had to move quickly and make 

crucial decisions daily, keeping the welfare of our students first and foremost while continuing the core 

functions of the university.  Fortunately we were in a strong position to continue teaching and learning after 

lockdown, with much material already available online.  Generous alumni support for the Covid-19 Emergency 

Fund enabled us to ensure that as soon as campus closed students could travel home safely or find 

accommodation and food security in Cape Town, and could set themselves up to continue their studies in a 

virtual world, sometimes with minimal resources.   
 

We are deeply grateful to those of you who have made a contribution to this Fund – thank you. 
 

Despite the tricky waters we have been navigating, we remain as determined as ever to see each challenge as 

an opportunity.  Our Futures Think Tank, which was established to find ways in which UCT can unleash its 

human potential to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world, has taken on a new relevance, and across 

the Faculties an enormous amount of work is going on to ensure that UCT continues on its mission to enhance 

knowledge, and tackle developmental and societal problems raging in South Africa and around the continent.  
 

During these continuing uncertain times, we are focussing this year’s Appeal on growing the Covid-19 

Emergency Fund so that UCT is able to address whatever unforeseen challenges may lay ahead in 2021.  The 

Emergency Fund’s scope has expanded as needs have developed, to providing mental health and peer support 

to many students who have grappled with anxiety, food security, financial difficulties and family stresses during 

the stringent lockdown.    The Fund has also stretched to support the work of SHAWCO in poorer areas of Cape 

Town, where student volunteers have distributed PPE and food, and has been supporting the Baxter Theatre 

performance space as it struggles to survive.  The challenges will no doubt continue and multiply during the 

coming year and all contributions to this Fund, however small, will be a huge help. 
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We also seeking support for UCT’s student debt relief programme to assist those students 

whose family circumstances have been affected by recent events and who will be unable 

to settle fee accounts, thus preventing them from progressing into the next year or 

graduating.  We anticipate that appeals from students with a fee debt are going to grow 

rapidly due to COVID related income loss among many families. 
 

As well as enabling a student to graduate, fee debt relief also unlocks a government 

output subsidy ranging from £800 for Honours students, to £21,500 for PhDs.  Your 

support for this programme will therefore have a twofold impact – helping talented young 

people to become the first-time graduates and future breadwinners of the family, as well 

as helping UCT to educate the next generation of South Africans.   
 

The other top priority during these difficult times is our Food Security Programme.  

Student hunger is hidden and stigmatised – often the funding the poorest students 

receive does not completely cover their needs, and they have to choose between eating 

and essential toiletries.   Some 1,100 students are in need of food security and we aim to 

provide them with daily vouchers which can be used at the food outlets on campus.  With 

support for this Programme, you will make a direct impact on an individual’s life. 
 

These are unprecedented times but with your support UCT and its students will emerge stronger than ever. 
 

I call upon you to think of UCT at this critical time. Please make a difference today by supporting your alma 

mater with a gift, of whatever size, through the UCT Trust. We would be so grateful to hear from you. 

 

Tax deductible donations can be made online at Virgin Money Giving, or with the UCT Trust pledge form. 

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Angela Edwards at uct-trust@tecres.net.   
 

If you would rather support one of the UCT Trust’s ongoing projects such as the Schools Improvement Initiative 

or the UK Alumni Bursary Programme, simply tick the relevant box on the pledge form. 
 

On behalf of everyone at UCT, but especially our students, thank you. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Professor Mamokgethi Phakeng 

Vice-Chancellor 

 

 Siyanda Buyile Shabalala 
benefited from the 
student debt relief 
programme, which 
allowed him to graduate 
with a Bachelor of Social 
Sciences. 
“The bursary award 
arrived at a point where 
I had reached a dead 
end, where I could see 
quite clearly my dreams 
of graduating at UCT 
collapsing right before 
my eyes.” 
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