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November 2021
Dear Alumni and Friends
When I wrote to you in November 2020, I thought that I might be able to visit the UK in 2021, little knowing
how the pandemic would continue its grip throughout this year. Perhaps 2022 will provide an opportunity – I
do hope so.
In the meantime, I would like to invite you to consider support for your alma mater through the UCT Trust
Annual Appeal 2021/22.
UCT has not only had to deal with the ongoing COVID crisis this year. In April we faced another emergency –
the devastating fire which swept down from Table Mountain and caused severe damage to campus buildings.
A huge thank you to all of you who responded so generously to our Emergency Appeal. We are deeply grateful
for your support in our time of need – support which has enabled UCT to embark upon the road to recovery.
As we look towards 2022, in the hope that it will be a better year for all of us, I want to take this opportunity to
reassure you that UCT, notwithstanding the setbacks and challenges we have had had to face, is continuing to
thrive. Despite lockdowns and restrictions, students have been able to continue their studies and the academic
year is on course to complete in December. The research enterprise is operating smoothly, with an increase in
the total value of research contracts and number of NRF ratings over the last year. There has been a
significant amount of research work done on COVID related issues and the national vaccine rollout – work
which is not just focussed on medical issues but cuts across many disciplines and specialist areas.
I am also excited to tell you about UCT’s Vision 2030 which aims to “unleash human
potential to create a fair and just society”. Our goal is to spend the next decade
drawing from the extraordinary social and cultural diversity, creativity, and capacity for
innovation of all our staff and students, and ensure together that UCT remains the top
global institution on the African continent – a university which is deeply rooted in
academic excellence and that strives for social, environmental and financial
sustainability. Our objectives over the next ten years include offering a holistic and
innovative future oriented education; developing the next generation of researchers and
scholars by expanding access and funding for postgraduates; and providing thought
leadership on social justice issues at home and around the world.
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In this year’s Appeal we are inviting alumni and friends to help UCT restore and rebuild after the Fire, address
the ongoing problems which have arisen as a result of the pandemic, and support UCT’s Vision 2030.
Your support for:
-

The Jagger Recovery Fund will help reimagine and rebuild the library reading room, as well as restoring
artefacts and manuscripts where possible;

-

Student Debt Relief will assist those students whose family circumstances have been affected by the
pandemic and who are unable to settle fee accounts, preventing them from progressing into the next
year or graduating;

-

The UK Alumni Bursary Fund will support postgraduate students from disadvantaged backgrounds,
paving the way to careers in academia;

-

The 100UP Programme will help young people from the townships to access tertiary education;

-

The Schools Improvement Initiative will strengthen UCT’s efforts to pioneer an innovative approach to
improving primary and secondary education in the townships around Cape Town

If you would prefer to direct your support elsewhere, for example towards the work of SHAWCO which is
continuing to lead health, education and social entrepreneurship initiatives in under-served communities
around Cape Town, or The Baxter Theatre which has lost significant revenue during the pandemic and is
struggling to keep its doors open, please indicate on the enclosed pledge form.
UCT shines as a place of excellence amongst the world’s universities. Despite the battering it has endured over
the last couple of years, our beloved institution is showing great resilience and with your help it will emerge even
stronger from these difficult days.
I therefore call upon you to think of UCT at this critical time. Please make a difference today by supporting your
alma mater with a gift, of whatever size, through the UCT Trust. We would be so grateful to hear from you.
You may also wish to consider leaving a bequest to UCT – simply tick the appropriate box on the pledge form
and we will send you more information on how you can do this tax efficiently through the UCT Trust.
Tax deductible donations can be made online at www.ucttrust.org.uk, or with the attached pledge form.
Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Angela Edwards at uct-trust@tecres.net.
On behalf of everyone at UCT, but especially our students, thank you.
Yours sincerely

Professor Mamokgethi Phakeng
Vice-Chancellor
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